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PSALM CXH. 7. 


He jhall not be afraid of evil tidings, his 
heart is fixed, truſting in the Lord. 


HIS Pſalm preſents us with the Charg- 
: Ger and Bleſſengs of a righteous Man : 
His Bleſſings, according to the file of 
the Old Teſtament, which we muſt exalr by the 
Spirit of the New, are Riches, Vidory, long 
Lite, a flouriſhing Poſterity, an honourable and 
laſting Memory. His CharaSer is made up of 
a Conſtellation of Vertues; Firſt the Fear of 
Cod as the Fountain and Principle of ail che 
reſt, then a delight in his Command:amconrs, Diſ< 
cretion, Juſtice, Mercy, Beneficence, Bounty; 
and Jaftly, Faith or Contidence in Gel, which 
unites his CharaGer and his Bleſſings togcther ; 
tor as it 15 deſcrib'd in my Text, [ can hardly 
rel] whether it partakes more of rhe vne or 
the other, whether I ought to call it the Ver- 
tue or the Happincls of the Righteous Man ; 
Ue all not be afraid, &c, In handling theſe 
words, Ii] obferve this Method. 
i. 1}] make ſome Refletion-upon the com- 
monnels and unavoulablencls of Evil which 1s 
B Up- 
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ſuppoled in my Text , the righteous man not 
being exempt from Ewil Tidings. 

2.11] ſhow you that the Favour and Patro- 
nage of God is the only Support and Comfort 
of Man againſt Evil. This 1s that which forti- 
fies the righteous Man in my Text againſt Evil 
Tydings, his heart is fixed, truſting in the Lord, 

3.11] conclude with an Exhortation to Righ- 
teouſnels, as that alone which can entitle us to 
the Favour of God ,. and warrant our Contfi- 
dence in him. 

1. Of the commonneſs and unavoidableneſs 
of evil. Were there no ſin to merit evil ; no 
God, or none concern'd to inflict it, yet con- 
Gdering the ſtate and nature of this World, a 
wile man could not promiſe himſelt mach 'Thols 
it. Al things without us, are mixt,empty,un- 
certain, tran{tcory, and we our lelves conſiſt of 
mortal Bodics, and muczible Minds, Diſeaſes 
infects the one, and P: Tons the other, fo that 
errour and ignorance, vaſtles and dilappoint- 
ments, loſles, changes, fickneis, death, reign e- 
very where, diſquiet ad diſturb every ſtate. 
Bur if we carry our thoughts a little further, 
1i we conſider what variety of Evils 1s neceſſa- 
ry to exerciſe and train up Vertue 3 to inform 


Man, and vindicate the SanCtity and Juſtice of 
God ; 


the Que tx, Fine 14. 1693. 


naman: —— SO —— 


God; It we look upon the World as - the 
Then of God and Man, on which the 1/ſe 
;7:2an too often aCts his Miſtakes and Follies, the 
Fool and Sinner his Luft, Rage, Avarice, Ambi- 
tzon, Subtiley Cruelcy, Hypocrify,Bigortry,and 
che like. And God delights to dilplay his Wil- 

dom,Power and Goodneſs in the various Scenes 
of Lovingkindneſs Righteouſneſs, and Judg- 
ment, Fer. 9. It, I fay, we conſider all this, we 
thall be apt to wonder, why Evils are not more 
numerous and more grievous then they are. 
Man when tull and at eaſc, when ſtanding on 
an high, on heaps of Honours and Offices, Dig- 
nities and Preterments,is a proud, inſolent, vain, 
ſenſual, unthinking ching : ; how many Diſgra- 
ces, Mortifications, Revolutions, are necellary 
to make this poor Creature know God and 
himſelt,co make im humble, modeſt, wiſe and 
v-rtuous; a lively Image of this we have i 11 the 
peop! 'e of Ifracl, Iſa. 2.7,38. Their Land 3s full 


of filver at 2d oold, "neither is there any end of 


their [ reaf ure ; their Land alfo is full of Horſes, 
neither is there any end of their Chariots. And 
what was the natural reſult of this, even what 
follows in the next wordsof the Prophet, Their 
Land alfa is full of idols, they worſhip the work 
of their own bands, that whici their ows fingers 
B 2 hawe 
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bave mad. And this was a wantonnels no! 
ro be cured, bur by mg"  Rnor could any 
thing cfeEually convince them of the vanity 
of Srocks and Sironcs, or a need they ſtood 
in of the living and true God, but Calamitics 
and Diſtreſſes. And as thele are often necella- 
ry to coavert a Sinner, fo are they no lels ne- 
ceffary to train up a Convert , and perfeft e- 
ven a Righteous Man; even thele have their 
Dots, which cannot be purg'd but with fire ; 
there 1s Remiſneſs 11 themlelves, Connivance 
and Compliance with the ſins of others ; therc 
1s their Carnal Diffidence and Worldly Politicke; 
ah too too remote all from the Simplicity, the 
Zeal, and Faith of a Chriſtian, In one word, 
o00d Men too often adhere too much ro the 
World, and have too much fondneſs for the 
lotereſt and Eale of the Body, and are far from 
being ſufficiently mortified to the Deſigns and 
Arts of the World, and therefore God finds 
himſelf obliged, ever and anon , to imbitter 
taeir outward Comforts, to ſhatter thoſe falſe 
Props they are apt to lean on, to embroil and 
entangle them in their Councils, that they may 
learn to cleave to him with a more pertect 
heart, and to live as becomes the Followers of 
Jeſus, not by ſubtilty or fight, but Faith. For 

theſe 
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theſe and a great many other reaſons Judgment, 
as Se. Peter obſerveth, doth ſometime: begin 
at the Houſe of God ; and 1i fo , what ſhail he 
the end of thoſe that obey net the Goſpel, if the 
riphtcous ſcarcely be ſaved , if they elcape as 
through the lice, where ſhall the ſinner as. nn 
godly appear. A thoughr which ought very 
{er fibly to affect our Souls this d day. TI am a- 
fraid, pray God 1t be withour ground, char 
God may take up the fame Complaint againſt 
this Nation now, which he did againſt Tuc 24 
nce, Ezek 5.6. She bath changed my judg- 
ments into wickedneſs more then the nations, and 
my ſtatutes more then the countries as are 
round about ber, T am afraid, in defpight of 
a;l thole Mercies God hath heaped upon us, in 
defiance of thoſe advautages in Church and 
State we enjoy above our neighbouring Nati- 
ons, it we be compared with them, we ſhall 
be found to equal the Luxury and Intempe- 
rance of one, the Pride and Vanity of ano- 
ther, to exceed the worſt in Luſt and Wan- 
ronneſs; and to compleat all, 'tis doubted, 
whether we have not outdone our felvesin In- 
conliancy, Ingratitude, Fallhood, Hypocrity, 
Faction, and Diviſions. May this be only a 


vain, tho' well-meaning Jealouſfie 2 Bur it ic be 
true 
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true, then I am ſure , thould God extingui:! 
our Luſt and Wantonnels, by Plague and Pc- 
ſtilence, ſhould he reduce our Pride and Luxu- 
ry by Poverty and Famine, ſhould he pur an 
end to our Diviſions, 2s he did once to feruſ:- 

lem's, by a Civil and Forreign Sword ranging 
from Noith to South, ſhould ho finally ſuffer 

Perſecutions,not to be parallel'd in formerAges, 

0 tare up by the Roots our Holy Religion, 

our Religion fo ſcandaſouſly betrayed, and "7 
bandoned by our Hears and Animoſities , fo 
vilely diſhonoured and blaſphemed by Sins and 
Immoralitics too too National, all that we 
thould have to {ay,would be, Righteons art thou 
O Lord,and juſt are thy Tudgments. This 1s what 
our ſins have deſerved ; this 1s what our con- 
tempt of Mercies hath provoked thee to. 

I have made theſe Reflections on the com- 
monnels and unavoidablenels of Evil for theſe 
Reaſons. | 

:. That if God bleſs us with ſuch an Iflite 
of Atfairs,as we have this day barneſtly prayed 
tor, our Gratitude may be enlarged, and the 
zoodnels of God, which we have fo little 
round to pretend to, may even melt us into 
humble Joys, holy Thaoks.and devour Praiſes. 

2. To diipole us te modeſt and rational Ex- 
PCCrAtIONs 3 
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peRationsz to paſs through crouds of Evils on 
the right hand and on the left, like Iſrael 
through the Read Sea, when the Water ſtood 
on heaps on both ſides, and not to be touch'd 
by them, ſeems to me the greater Miracle of 
the ewo: To hope therefore tor an uninterrup- 
red Succels, to be willing to bear no Inconve- 
niencies, to meet with no Dilappointments, 
ro grow diſcontented and mutinous if ie be 
not preſently placd our of the very reach of 

E v1], this 1s a petulancy , a wantonnels , that 

ccomes not Sinners, ſhall I ſay, no, not Me, 
not Mortals. 

Laſtly, Thete RefleCtions ſerve to teach us, 
thar, if Evils, and great ones too, be one time 
or other unavoidkble. then 'tis the Wiſdom and 
Duty of all, by an holy and upright Lite, or 
by R epentance and Retormation to ſecure their 
Eztcreft 11 the favour of God, for which is my 


iccond General. 


T is 2ſone 1s the Comfort and Support of 
Man againſt Evils. 

I need not prove that he can have no other. 
wor what can he confide in , his Treaſure ? 
this may {con be exhauſted, or it may awaken 
the Avarice and Ambition of a powerful Ene- 


my 
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My ,As He =hral s did the King of Babylor's, and 
ſo inſtead of being a Detence, prove the occi- 
ſion of his ruin. Can he contide in power ? 
alas he knows that when this 1s grown too big 
to fall by any other hands, 1t generally falls 
by its own. Can he finally confide in world iy 
Wiſdom ? alas a thouſand unexpedted Acci- 
Gents, and unoblerved latent Circumſtances 
crols and fruſtrate this, and render the Achz- 
tophel's of this World not cnly unfortunate, 
but often contemiptible too, Let not therefore 
ihe wiſe man glory in his wiſdom, neither let the 
mighty man glory in his might ; let not the rich 
man glory in bis riches : but let him that plori- 
eth, glory in this, that be underſtands and know- 
eth God, that he is the Lord who executeth ly- 
wing kindneſs and judgment upon the earth ; for 
in > {KA th'nps I delight, laith the Lord, Jer. g. 
, 24+ To promote which ſrame of Spirit, 
Ay acceptable ro God, and advantagious to you, 
be plciicd to conſider the [c three or tour things. 


1. He whos aſſured of the Favour of Ged, 
13 free trom the worlt of Evils. 

God is able to ſupport and reward his 
SCrVAants. 

ic's able to prevent the Evi] which 
tiarcatcns 


d.? 


2. 
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threatens them, or deliver chem Out of 
thoſe they are 1n. 
4. He'll certainly do what is beſt tor on 


i. He who is allured of the Favour ant 
Patronage of God, 1s thereby freed from the 
worſt and greateſt of Evils. To be abandoned 
here on Earth by the Divine Spirit, to be gi- 
ven up to fin and a reprobate ſence, and afrer 
all ro be caſt into Hell, a Revjon of in- 
extinguithable Flames ; theſe are Evils which 
make men truly and eternally miſerable ; but 
"tis our comfort theſe are Evils which only 
God can inflict ; only an avgry God can make 
us truly ard As to Van , what Zeba 
and Zalmmnna {aid of Jeter, Judg. 8. 21. As 
zs the man fo is his "omg i z/ may be applied 


to all rh= Sons of Men, bis ſtrength 1 1; trifling, 
and there: oro his auger too. He's arm'd like 
Peeviiii iPaſps with Bow and little Stings, not 


lhe God with Thunl:r and fatal Bolts ; and 

rherefore his flight Wounds can orly trouble 
= diiquie -, Not run us. For what can he 
do? 1s Tongue can wound our Reputation , or 
his Arm our Body ; he can plunder and rifle ies 


of oar Eſtate and Fortune, He can deprive us. 
ot our Liberty,and of Life it ſei. 3 not ro take 


a Rotice 
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notice thar he can do none of theſe things un- 
leſs God permit. What doth all this amount 
to? He can wound our Reputation : i.e. hecan 
fight with the Air ; for Reputation is but po- 
pular Breath : he can faſten imaginary wounds 
upon an imaginary Man ; for Reputation 1s 
generally nothing elſe but the Picture of a 
Man drawn by the Fancies and Opinions of 
the Vulgar. He can rob us of our Eſtates ; 
that is, he can clear our way to Heaven of all 
that Rubbiſh which doth bur traſh and clog 
us in our Journey. He can deprive us of our 
Liberty ; that is, he can confine us to the hap- 
py neceſlity of entertaining our ſelves with 
wiſe and holy Thoughts, and of being enter- 
tained by heaven : Finally, He can kill the 
Body ; that 1s,he can throw down theſe Mud- 
walls, which will be buile up of Marble ; he 
can deliver us from the Tronbles and Evils of 
this Lite, and fend us the {pcedieſt way into 
the Joys and Glories of a better. This 1s all 
vain Man can do. For no vioiznce can wound 
the Soul, no Calumnies can blaſt our Inno- 
cence, or {ully our Integrity 5 what we are , 
that we ſhall be, whatever Man repreſents 
us, no Perſccutions, no Alarms can rob us of 


the Peace of Conſcience, and Joy of the Ho- 
ly 
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ly Ghoſt ; no ravenous Hands can ſeize upen 
cur heavenly Treafure ; the Crown of Lite 
is held faſt by the right hand of the Almigh- 
ty, and no force, no ambition can 1nvade it. 
I will ſum vp this Argument in the words of 
our Saviour, Luke 12.5. And I ſay nito you my 
friends, be not afraid of them that kill the bo- 
dy, and after that hawe no more that they can do; 
but I'll forewarn you wiour you ſhall ſear , fear 
kim who after he hath kid the body,hath power 
t0 caſt into bell, yea , I ſay unto you, fear ye ht;y. 
Were all this thorowly fix'd in the miads of 
Men, it would be an efteciui! means ro ex- 
tinguiſh (cifiſhneſs, con :::!ize, and hypocriſy , 
to awaken a neceſjary zeal for our Religion 
and Country, ard to revive the horour of our 
Nation; for no Man who b«*licves this will 
part with his !n:cegrity ro- preſerve or increaſe 
his Fortune, or ſacrifice rhe favour of Cod to 
the fear of Man , or of any Evil whatever. 
Elpecially it he contider, 
2ly, Taat Cod is able to ſupport and re- 
ward his Servants. Now God lupports us va- 
r10us ways; partly by his gracious Promiles , 
partly by Gt: ipenſing Evils by ſuch degrees, 
and with tuch a mixture of good, as not to 
iuffer us to be oppreſicd and overivbhelmed by 
£2  wem 3 
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them ; and partly by tfortitying us by his Spt- 
rit, in proportion to the danger and difhculty 
of the Confli&t he calls us to. What the force 
and vertue of all this: put together 1s, may be 
inferred from the ViQorics and Triumph of 
ood Men in all ages, over all ſorts of affli- 
Qions, amidſt the Perſecurtons and Infultings 
of. Enemies, the Ingratitude and Perfidiouineſs 
of Friends; in Poverty, .Reproach, Impriſon- 
ment, Sickneſs, and Death it felt, they have 
maintain'd their ground, preſerved their Inte= 
ority, and appeared to all great and illuſtri- 
ous. A good Caule.and a good Conſcience, 
are proof againſt all Calamities: The Sword 
of the Spirit, and the Shield of Faith, will ſuf- 
ficiently protect us againſt all the Darts and 
Ontets of the Fnemy. I do rot by all this 1- 
mavine that the Trials of the rightcons Man 
are void of trouble and affliction, that his Con- 
tention 1s without ſweat or toil , his Wounds 
without ſmart,or bis heart ntterty wntouch'd by 
rhoſe Paſſions which barreſs and oppreſs 0- 
thers ; but only that he's not broken nor de- 
3-Cted like the Sinner and Hypocrite ; that he's 
never deſtrure wholly of 1nward Comfort, 
nor ever Caſts away his. hope in God. Such 
15 the Deſcription the Pſalmft gives us of bis 
OWN 
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own Faith, or the ſtate of his Soul under 
Trials : Newertheleſs though I am ſometimes a= 
fraid, yet put I my truſt im thee. My heart and 
my fleſh faileth me, but God is the ftrength of 
my heart, and my portion for ever. Nor can it 

et be toni but that ſome times, ſuch 1s 
the ſtrength of Faith, ſuch the tranſport of 
Love, ſuch the confidence of Hope, ſech the 
luxuriancy and joy of the holy Spirit, that the 
pleaſure of a good Man in the midſt of his 
Sufferings, doth infinitely outweigh and ex- 
ceed his Pain and Sorrow ; but this IT doubt 1s 
but a very rare Caſe: and therefore God puts 
us often in mind, that the Aflictions of this 
preſent moment, when he calls us to them, 
procure for us an eternal weight of glory : 
and our Saviour when he pronounceth thoſe 
happy whom the World generally pronoun- 
ceth miſerable. doth ic with an eye to their 
Reward : Bleſſed are ye poor, for yours is the 
Kingdom of Heaven : Blej Jed are 3e that weep 
now, for ye ſvall langh. © <jayce and trumph 


DO . 
to all Ecernity. Bleff-& are y: when men ſhall 


bate you, and perfecute you, Cc. Rejoyre and be 
exceeding glad, for great is your ceward in bea- 
wen. | Gord God! why ſnouid we fear that 


Evil which leads us to fuch an happy end, or 
rather 


—_ 
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rather why ſhould we call it Evil, which re- 
commends-us to God's favour here, and preat- 
er deprees of glory hereatter. Metrhinks were 
we thorowly perſwaded of this, our heart, like 
the wiſe man's in Solomon , ſhould chooſe #9 
dwell in the houſe of mourning, and we ſhould 
prefer the advantages of Aﬀictions betore the 
flumbers of Peace, the {oftneſs and Juxury of 
Wealth, or the falle and empty glitterings of 
worldly power and glory, when deſtirute of 
Vertue. But let me nor be miſunderſtood, 1 
have not magnified Sufferinps, as if we were 
to be fond of th:m, when we may with a 
good Conſcience decline them. Whoever 
throws himſelf upon Evils, when God points 


him out a way to eſcape them, deſerts and be- 


trays the Providence of God, forteits all pre- 
tenſion to Divine aſliſtance, and ſuffers like a 
Fool, not a Martyr. St. Paul when he wiſht 
his Auditors his Faich, did not with them his 
Bonds too ; and Sr. Peter, how warm ſoever 
his temper, how bold foever his Faith was, 
durit not throw himſelf upon the Waves, with- 
out his Maſter's expreſs Command. Nor have 
I dwelt fo long on the cloudy f1deof that Pef- 
lir, under whoſe Conduct | hope this Nation 
is this day, as it there were not a bright one 

O00. 
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roo. No; my only defign herein was to fer: 


the World in a good lighr before you, to in- 
vice you to wile and ſober Thonohes, and e- 
qually ro prepare you for every Fortune : ; for 
whorver can bear Adverlity with courage and 
conſtancy, will enjoy Proſperity with modeſty 
and moderckisi ; he that is not daſtardly 
and dcjected under the one, will never he 
wanton and juioleat, or forgerful of God in 
the other ; and he whoſe Will is reſigned up 
to Cod, whoſe Soul is humbly prepared ro 
meet whatever Evil God in his wildom, juſtice 
or goodneſs ſnall think fit to lay upon him , 
15 not only beſt fitted for Succeſs, but hath al- 


ſo the beſt title co 1t. Let us therefore pals 


on to the third Conſideration. 

2dly, God is able to prevent impending E- 
vils, or diſperfe rhe preſent ; to doubt this is 
an approach towards Atheiſm : For to call in- 
to queſtion God's Omnipotence , or Omnilci- 
ence, 1s in effect ro call into queſtion his Be- 
ing, ſince he cannot be God without both. 
But if he be Omniporent and Omniſcient,then 
it plainly follows, that he doth whatſoever he 
phaſeth in heaven and in earth ; and no thought 
of his can be hindred. Nor ſhall we find it dit- 


ficult to aſcribe this to God, if we conſider that 
he 


15 
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he is without beginning, and gives begin "Tk 
ro all things : For from hence muſt tollo- 
theſe rwo things. 

et. That all the Power oF Wiidom ſcatcerc 
through the whole Creation, it it could be 
combined and united, wou!d bear no propor- 
tion to thot which 1s originally and ellcntally 
in Cod, tj:.ce all created PerteCtions are only 
{ome faint Reflections of the Divine Brivht- 
nels, ſome thin ſprinklings of his tnexbauſtible 
ſtore. 

2. Thar all created Beings depend upon 
him, and are ſubjc& to his Will ; when there- 
tore he commands, 1he ſtars in their courſes 
fight againſt Silera, and the river Kiſhon ſweeps 
them away. Fire, Hail, and Vapours, Srorms 
and Tempeſts, Earchquakes and Inuncations, 
Famine and Plague, Sicknets ard Death obey 
his Voice, the hearts of Kings, aud the hearts 
of the Multicude roo are 4n his hands, in vain 
therefore 1s Count} 1n vain 18 Strength againſt 
the Lord, He wants no Initruments to de- 
firoy, none to feve. Thus have I briefly e- 
vinced ec; Omn potence of God ; it we con- 
ider the Excrc'l « and Adminiſtration of it,God 
commonly gov! 113 by fixd and ſtated Rules . 


nd ces Ks DG by ordinary and uſual 
means. 
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means. Yer ſometimes he rakes plealure in 
humbling the Proud, and relcuing the Diftrel- 
iced, by extraordinary and unaccounttavie ways 3 
ways that belpeak God the Coitriver of them; 

ways that are cviienr Demonſtrations of a 
Divine Power and Wiſdom. And as he oy 
this ofren '-y unaccomptable ways, fo viren at 
very Un*xP. cri thmes to3 5; when the proud 
man 1s 32 the night of em and tecurity 
when the hunible man hath nothin; almoſt to 
expect. but a Miracle, notaing to ay" to but 
an ac of Om: n1potence, then Cod breaks in 
with {udden ruin on the one, and deliverance 
to the other ; and all this to exrort from the 
gs an acknowledgment of his Sovere -ignty 
and Provicence,and to prevent infolence in the 
higheſt Condition, or Deſpair 1n the loweſt. 
Need I inpriat this on your Minds by Inſtan- 
ces 3 Shall I trace Foſeph from the Pir in the 
\Vildernels, to the next place to Pharaoh on 
the Throne 3 Mofes from his Ark of Baliruſhes 
to the Ark of the Tabernacle, where he ſpoke 
wiih od face to face; or the Sen of Feſſe 
from his Crook, to his Sccpter : or ihall I on 
the oiher hand, ſhow you the great 4ſſyrian Mo- 
narch vdoaſting that he had dried up the Rivers 
of beſieged places with the ſoles of his Feet, 
[ and 
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and. threarning to cut down all! the tx Fc Ce- 
dars of Lebanon, with ſuch like vaunts, and 
then in a moment a Bridle put intro his mouth, 
and a Hook into his noſtrils. and falling a Sacri- 
fice in the houſe of his Idols ? Antiorb zee breath» 
ing fire and 1vin in his rage againſt Fernſalem, 
and then the next moment {track with a- Diſ- 
eaſe, tumbled down headlong from [11s Chariot, 
and become the obje& of feorn ard pity 3 bis 
flatterers could not bear his ſtench, nor him- 
ſelf his pain. 'T were endleſs to multiply Ex- 
amples,not Sacred Hiftory only, but Prophane 
too abounding in them. Hence it is that the 
notion of an uncontroulable Providence uni- 
verially poſiefied Mankind, Sacritice and Pray- 
cr, Humiliation and Thanklgtving , Were as 
frequent in the Pagan, as once in the Jewiſh, ?, 
or now in the Chriſtian World. Hence it 15, 
that good men have expreticd j o much conft- 
dence and f{ucurity amiiiſt a = wd of Danvers, 
For this is the natural Refult of an afſured In- 
tereſt in the JDivine ani —_ —w=rg ta 8 
David icems tobe the Jangiiage of every rig 
reous man, The Lord 3s my ls Dt ard in ſal [ua 
tron,whonz ſhe Il I fear ; The Lord is the jirens th 
of my life, of n hoes ſhall I ve af Frard :; --><wOen 
the wicked, even mine enemies awd my foes , 
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came upon me to eat up my fleſh, they flumbl: 7 


aid fell. Though an boaſt ſhould encamp againſt 
me, my heart ſhall not fear. Though war ſhould 
ratfe againſt me, in this would 7 be confident . 
Pial, 27. 1,2, 3- Howlively a Notion doth 
tins give us of the happincls of a righteous 
man ; His Mind enjoys a Calm in chat Scorm 
which threatens his Lite and Fortune. His 
Sou] policiicth it felt in Security and Peace a- 
mid{; the Alarms and Dangers oi War : hap 
py ſurcly 1s the man w hoſe heart is thus efia- 
blitked 3 others may be politick, this man a- 
lone 15 witc; others may be fortunate , this 
man alone 15 great. He's an imperte@ Image 
of that God he truſts in ; ; thar Cod, wo even 
when he makes Darks-{(3 bis Pavilion,and thick 
Clouds round abont Br, 1s ail Light himſcit ; 
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his regard for oood men, the righteous man 
doth very often, not only ſuffer, bur periſſ 
in his righteouſneſs ; : and the wicked man doth 
prolong his lite in his wickednels. and prelerve 
and increaſe what he calls his Glory, by his 
Crimes and Villanies. To this I antw cr, "This 
doth indeed ſometimes happen 3 bie t4ls will 
not much diminiſh the comiorre of a ri-hreous 
man, if what T have {aid betore concerning 
his Support and Reward be well w eighed 3 or 
if we conſider, 

aly, That God will certainly do what 1s 
beſt tor thoſe that ferve him, and cruſt 1n him. 
The diſpentations of Providence towards ſuch 
ſhall ever be ſealonable, ever beneficial : It 
Afictions be neceffary , theſe} thail be their 
Portion, If Profperity be uiciv]. they ſhall 
have it, when they are prepared tor it, when 
they are fit to enjoy it : for God's goodnels 1s 
governed by uncrring Prudence, and his Pow- 
er inflaenced by infallible Wiſdom. How 
great a Comtort, how great a Bleſſing 1s this 
ro 2 poor Creature, who hath ſo ſhort a pro- 
{ſpect of things to come, and fo Jittle an in- 
{light into the preſent: Let us then but re- 
nource our fins, Jet us but do good and truſt 
in Cod, and then come what Events, what 
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Times will, all things ſhall work together for 
our good ; whar is, or what ſhall be, is that 
w hich ſhould be.” Doth the Trumpet ſound 
an Alarm to War, War i: beſt; muſt Factions 
and Diviſfzor. - emb-c oita State, even thele like 
Thunder anc i jzhining ſhall but render the 
Air more ha ' at. and wholſome : Sion 
ſhall be redeemed with Judgment, and her 
Converts with Righteouſneſs, if it cannot be 
otherviſe. But it another kind of Fortune , 
it Calm times, Succeis , and Victory , be the 
tiings which the Giory of Cod, and the In- 
tereſt of his Pcoplc require. theſe ſhal] not be 
demed us neither. In a word ; The Commil- 
fieu of God to the Prophet [ſaiah is, I think, 
the ſtanding Commitſſion given to every fnchs. 
er of the Golp &| in all times, letit be tulfil- 
led in what {oil God thinks fir; Chap. 3 
iO, 11. Say ye anto the righteous that it al 
be well with hin, for they ſhall eat the fruit of 
their doings. Ioe unto the wicked, it ſhall be 
ill with him, for the reward of his hands ſhall 
be given him. 


This minds me of the third and Faſt thing 
proposd : 


3dly, 
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2diy, That i 1s, to conclude all with an Ex- 
horration to Richreouſneſs. Thar God is the 


only Support acainft Evil, [ have fully proved 


and the wicked themſ- ike difown 1t not ; tor 
im the day of rhcir diſtrels, ibey too ſeek the 
Lord : and nothing 15 more fuperſticiovs in 
Advcrfity, then ſuch as are carcicls and confi- 
dent, irceligious and prophane in Proiperiry ; 
that Righreouſaeſs alone entitles Man to the 
Favour and Patronage of: God, and warrants 
his confidence in him, I need not prove. This 
13 the voice of Nature, the voice of the Liv 
and the Prophets 3 and the Goſpel is {o tar 
trom cancelling it, that it r — our Ob- 
ligations to Righteouſach F will not there- 
fore needleſly inſiſt on the ca of this Pro- 
poſition, but will in a word or two tell you, 
what I mean by Riobreoulacls, and then ſhow 
VOU AOW proper and b. coming; Now indifpen- 
able and necefi ary The e praciice of it is this 
day : By Rig heeouſnels I moan, in the Sinner, 
Repentance and Retormation, a ceafing to av 
evil, and a learning to do welt. 

Jn the Regencrate F mean taichtulncſs, vi- 
gilance, and aQivicy more then torinerly in 
their ſtarion,an avounding, this day more then 
at other times in the works of God, and an 
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increaſe of zeal for his glory; how ſeafona- 
ble, how becoming is t::is in the preſent Jun- 


Gure of Aﬀans; ſhall .we who have on all 


occaſions expretied ſo much tendernels for our 
Laws and Rights, contemptuouſly violate 
God's, and openly inſult his Authority ? ſhall 
we, who defend the Proteſtant Religion with 
our Swords, deſtroy it by our Lives ? ſhall 
we, who profeis a zeal for the Liberty of Ex- 
rope, be ſo far from expreſſing any for true 
Chriſtian Liberty, as not only not to contri. 
baute whar lyes in our power to the breaking 
the yoke, and {haking off the tyranny of Hell 
from the neck of others, but allo tamely to 
ſubmit our own to 1t ? 

Nor is this Righteouſneſs more becoming , 
then it 1s indir peniable and necellary ; for with- 
out this what are we to expect? Cod ſeems 
to have moved out of his Nh and to have a 
Controverſic with Exrope this ont our neigh- 
beur Nations drink deep of the Cup of his 
Wrath, and ſhall we eſcape without Repen- 
tance ? Are our Vertues fo pericct, as not to 
need Chaſtiſements ? or onr Vices fo few, or 
ſo {inall , as not to call tor Judgments ? "Fla 
therefous high cime to begin the Work of Re- 
formation, and to ſacrifice the Sacritices of 
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Righteouſneſs, and then we may put our truſt 


-jin the Lord. Bur inſtead of this we are apt 


to flatter our ſelves with I know not what ; 
that Religion is profcfled amongſt us in its 

arity ; that it 'ewas ſown and cultivated in 
the Blood of Martyrs ; that God will awake 
for his own fake , and his Truths yg and 
plead our Cauſe, and that of Religion , with © 
his and our Enemies. But way I not lay to 
you as the Baptiſt did to the Jews, on a like 
occaſion, when the Ax was laid to the root 
of the Tree, Think not to ſay in your felwes we 
Dave Abraham to our Father ; verily I ſay anto 
you, God is able of theſe ſlozes 10 raiſe up chit: 
dren unto Abraham. Though Earthquakes 
ſhould fink this Iſland into the Sea, yer the 
Church of Chriſt ſhould ſtand upon a Rock, 
and the Gates of Hell ſhould not prevail a- 

ainſt it; and ſhould this whole Nation turn 
Atheiſts or bigotted Papilts, yet would God 
never want ſuch who ſhould worſhip him in 
Spirit and in Truch. It ever God could have 
been influenced by reſpect of Perſons , ſurely 
It muſt have been towards the Jews ; and yet 
how often, and irrecoverably too at laſt, was 
Ferufalem laid delolate, and that by the Ido- 


latrous and Impious Heathen too ? Feruſalen 
the 
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the Seed of Abraham, the Mother of Pro- 
phets, and once the refidence of God him- 
{clf, when he dwelt between the Cherubims, 
on the Mount of Sor. 

But you will ſay, We reſt not here, we ac- 
quielce not in any pretenſions to extraordina- 
ry Priviledges, above other Nations; bue we 
ofter up to God Faſting and Prayer, and fer 
apart days of Solemn Humiliation. Tis very 
well : Bur I muſt put you 1a mind, that Re- 
pentance muſt be joyned with Faſting, and 
Reformation with Prayers, or elfe this will a- 
vail us little. Tis plain 'from ſeveral places 
in the Prophets, that the Jews were an hear- 
Ing, praying People, at the ſame time when 
they were a diſgbedient one too ; that they 
wearied God with their Sacrifices and their 
Faſts, at the ſame time that they wearied him 
with their ſins too. And how God reſented 
this, the Prophet T/azah teacheth us, Chap. n. 
13. Bring no more vain Oblations , Incenſe ts 
an abomination to me ; the new Moons and Sab- 
baths, the calling of Aſſemblies, I cannot away 
with ; it is iniquity, even your ſolemn Meetings. 


But will not the Prayers of righteous men a-. 
vail much? They will: I would to God they 


were more, and that they were more united. 
E | But 
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Buc we have Prayers againſt Prayers, and Faſts 
avainſt Faſts, as if we were come to that laſt 
and worſt ſtate of Fernſalem, when Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf could do no more for it, then weep 
over it Tears of Compaſſeon and Deſpair : If 
thou bad$t} known , even now at laft, the things 
which belong to thy peace, but now they are hid 


from thine eyes, Luke 19. 42. But were the 


Hearts and Prayers of the tew Righteous this 
day one and the ſame, yet you know, there 
is a time when the Provocations of a People 
are grown to that height, that though Noab, 
Danzel, and Fob ftood in the Gap and interced- 
ed, they ſhould ſave none but their own ſouls. 
How far we are advanced towards this ſtate, 
or waether we are arrived at it, I darc not 
pretend to judge : Only I mult ſay, we have 
great reaſon to icar it 3 when we confider 
how many Judgments and how many Mercies 
have been Toft upon us. 

And yer it rhis be our fftate, we have one 
refuge, one Comfort leit us ; that where 
Interceſlion canaot, Reiormation will prevail ; 
where Faitng and Humiliation will not be 2c- 
cepred, there Repentance and Righteouſnel; 
will. - 
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This 1s evident from plain Scripture ; for 
in the very fame Chapter, Ezek. 14: where- 
in God affirms, that when he ſhall enter into 
Judgment with a Nation tor its grievous Treſ- 
paſſes, Noah, Daniel, and Job ſhould be able 
to fave only their own Souls, by their Righ- 
teouſneſi: yet werſe 6. he exhorts the Jews to 
Repentance, as that which would be able to 
effet what Noah, Daniel, and Job could not. 
So Fer.xviii. 7,8.God tells us in ſomany words, 
That at what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning 


a Nation, or concerning & Kingdom, to pluck up, 


to pull down, and to defiroy , if that Nation 


againſt whom Þ hawe pronounced, turn from 


their evil, I will repent of the evil I thought to 
do unto them. 

Let us then think every one upon our ways, 
and turn our Feet to the Teſtimonies of God: 
ler us by Prayers and Tears, Repentance and 
Reformation, rout our Enemies, diſperſe our 
Fears, guard the Throne, and 1upport the 
Church:O that this mi; 2ht prove the bleed fruit 
-of our ſolemn Faſts chro ;:hout the Nation this 
day, Reformation on our ſide, and Favour 


and Prote&tion on God's! 
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I ſhould not then < /oubt, but thatour ir Light 
ſhould break forth as the Morning, and our 
Health , or Salvation ſhould ſpriog forth 
ſpeedily ; Then ſhould Righteouſneſs , 7. e. 
Deliverance, go before us, and the Glory of 
the Lord ſhould be our Reward ; then ſhould 
we call and the Lord would an{wer, we ſhould 
cry,and he would ſay here.I am, 

Then ſhould Succeſs waic upon our Coun- 
cils, and Vidory upon our Arms;Peace ſhould 
be within our Walls, and Plenty within. our 
Palaces; the Voice of Joy ſhould be heard in 
our Streets , and upon all, our Glory there 
ſhould be a Defence ; and after all, all this 
ſhould be but the foretaſts of a more bleſſed 
State, and our Canaan but a pledge of Heaven, 
Happy are the people that are inſuch a caſe, yea 
bleſſed are the people who have the Lord for their 


God, P 'ſal. I64. 1 0 
Now to God the Father, &c. 


